
Economics Festival Competition 2016 

 

“Brexit: Should we stay or should we go?” 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 20th February 2016 the UK Prime Minister David Cameron announced that there would be a 

referendum on whether the United Kingdom should remain a member of the European Union. The 

referendum will take place on Thursday 23rd June 2016. 

Your task is to use economic arguments to prepare a case in favour of either (i) remaining in the 

European Union OR (ii) leaving the European Union.  

The case should be presented in the form of a poster presentation. These will be displayed as part of 

the Economics Festival and the posters will be judged and the winning entry announced on the day. 

The winning entry will receive the honour of giving a short oral presentation of their case as part of 

the Economics Festival. 

 

AIM 

The aim of the competition is to provide students with an opportunity to apply their knowledge and 

understanding of economics to a real world issue and to present their findings in an analytical, 

professional and informative way in front of an audience. 

 

FORMAT 

The competition takes the form of a presentation to address the EU referendum argument, as set 
out above. Students are expected to work in small groups of 5 to 6 people to prepare and present 
their analysis. Each School can put forward more than one team of students. Each group is expected 
to prepare a poster presentation of their analysis, to be displayed as part of the Economics Festival. 
They should also prepare a 5 minute presentation to explain the arguments presented in the poster 
and to make their case either in favour or against leaving the European Union. The winning entry, as 
judged on the day, will get the opportunity to deliver their presentation as part of the Economics 
Festival. The use of presentation software such as Powerpoint or Prezi is welcome but not necessary. 
Posters can be up to A0 in size, and can be printed or you can use ‘snippets’ cut out and arranged on 
a large backing sheet. Posters can be either landscape or portrait. More details about producing an 
effective poster presentation are provided overleaf. 
 
Evaluation Criteria  
Good presentations will:  
 Provide a well structured and informative analysis of the forthcoming EU referendum;  
 Make use of a number of key economics concepts to investigate the EU referendum and make a 

reasoned case in favour of either (i) remaining in the European Union OR (ii) leaving the 
European Union ;  

 Be delivered in a professional, engaging and informative way. 
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Economics Festival Competition 2016 

 

Poster Presentation Guidelines 

Why a poster presentation? 

Poster presentations are widely used in academia as a great tool for concisely and attractively 
summarising information and research. Posters contain a mixture of text with tables, graphs and 
pictures to give a visual summary of the key information.    
 

What makes a good poster? 

 Keep it interesting – title should be short and interesting; 
 Keep it short – text should be clear and to the point; key points should be big enough to be read 

at a distance; 
 Keep it colourful – use tables, graphs and pictures to summarise the information; use a 

consistent colour scheme; 
 Keep it logical – information should be in a logical visual pattern that is easy for readers to 

follow; 
 

Producing a Poster 

It might be easier to start by preparing your 5 minute oral presentation. Think about the key 

arguments that you want to make and then summarise these for your poster. 

Information should be presented in a logical visual pattern that is easy for readers to follow. For 

example: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use a clear font (e.g. Arial) and make it big enough to be read at a distance (e.g. 24 or 36). 

UPPER CASE text can be difficult to read and should be avoided. Bullet points are a useful way to 

summarise text.  

Text should be at most 60% of your presentation, the rest of the poster should consist of visual 

interpretations of the information. Graphics should be attractive, clear and visible from a distance. 

Use graphs, charts and photos which provide clear information about the subject area. These should 

have titles and brief captions so that the viewer interprets them correctly. Tables can be used, but 

contents must be brief and concise; always think about whether there is a better way to display the 

information first. 

Posters can be designed and printed as a single piece, or can be designed in panels (or snippets) 

which are prepared and then mounted onto a background. 

Don’t forget to reference your sources and make sure you include your names and affiliation 

(School). 

TITLE 


